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P R E S C O T T ’ S  B I R T H  C E R T I F I C A T E :
Records of the First Miners’ Meeting Held on the Hassayampa in 1863

By Andrew Wallace

he roots of the City of Prescott, Arizona, lie in the makeshift settlements of prospec-
tors—camps like Walker, Granite and Goodwin—that sprang up along little mountain
creeks in the central Arizona highlands where flecks and nuggets of gold were discovered

in the last eight months of 1863. Twenty-five men recruited from California, Colorado, and New
Mexico made the initial discovery in May of that year on the headwaters of the Hassayampa
River.

Although the original members of the Walker
Party did not found the city of Prescott, their
gold discovery immediately drew hundreds of
men and women to Granite Creek where in
May of 1864 officials of the new Arizona
Territory established a town soon to become
the territorial capital, scarcely six miles
northwest of the first campsite of 1863.

The leader of the prospecting expedition was
Joseph Rutherford Walker, born in Roane
County, Tennessee, in 1798. He had lived for
a time in Missouri before going to Santa Fé as
a trader in 1823. His subsequent career as ex-
plorer and guide, as well as fur trader, trapper,
and pioneer settler, ranks him with the most
important of the mountain man fraternity. He
guided army captain Benjamin L. E. Bon-
neville to California in 1837 and the explorer
John C. Frémont on his third western expedi-
tion (1845–1846). He was the first white man
to see the Yosemite. By 1862 he had retired to
a large cattle ranch south of San Francisco.

Instigator of the prospecting expedition was
George Lount, a thirty-four year-old Cana-
dian, who landed in San Francisco in 1862
where he formed a party of a dozen men to
prospect in the Little Colorado River valley of
Arizona. How he had fixed on that unlikely
region to find gold is far from clear, but ap-
parently he had heard of Walker and his well-
publicized explorations along the thirty-fifth
parallel between Albuquerque on the Río

Grande and his ranch. Lount persuaded the
old mountain man to make one more explor-
ing adventure, though Walker himself never
quite caught the gold fever.

The Civil War had reached Arizona by the
spring of 1862 with Confederates in Tucson,
but in August Union volunteer troops—the
California Column under Col. James H.
Carleton—had reoccupied New Mexico. In
the fall of 1862 the Walker Party prospectors
forded the Big Colorado near the Mohave In-
dian villages, far from the war, and crossed
northwestern Arizona to the Little Colorado.
Of course they found no sign of gold and
moved on to the Río Grande before turning
north into Colorado. Walker and Lount finally
were guided to the Hassayampa gold field by
a thirty-three year old miner and sometime
Apache Indian fighter from New Mexico,
John W. “Jack” Swilling.

How Swilling came to be associated with the
Walker Party and led them to the Hassayampa
valley is a fascinating story in itself and told
elsewhere to great effect by Al Bates. Suffice
to say here that he met the Walker Party near
the mining camp of Pinos Altos in southwest-
ern New Mexico in January 1863. Tall and
roughhewn, a charismatic leader with an en-
gaging personality, Swilling impressed the
veteran mountain man. Although Walker was
acquainted with the land north of the Mogol-
lon Rim and west of the San Francisco
Mountains where Walker and others thought
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the Verde River took its rise, he seems not to
have seen any part of the Sierra Prieta or
Bradshaw mountains. When Walker proposed
to explore the Verde Valley, Swilling appar-
ently persuaded him to go farther west to a
stream where he and the Gila Rangers, a band
of Indian punishers, had found the color of
gold in 1860.

The Walker prospecting party camped near
the head of the Hassayampa River early in
May 1863. The campsite was on the first
large, open level ground above the river’s

canyon where pine trees provided logs for a
corral and a rude cabin. Here some of them
found flecks of gold and coarse nuggets in the
river’s granite sands, just as Jack Swilling had
predicted. On May 10 they met to organize
and make rules for the area they were to mine.
Oddly enough, George Lount was not present
at the meeting, but we know that on June 9 he
made a claim to the “Black Load” on Granite
Creek, somewhere along modern U.S. High-
way 89, and he was present at the next meet-
ing on June 10.
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At first the would-be miners had been sifting
sand with water in broad pans designed for
the purpose. Away from the stream they
might dig out likely dirt from which to win-
now minute gold particles by “dry washing.”
Such techniques to extract surface deposits
are called placering, and the ground the pros-
pectors worked is called a placer. Though few
placers ever led to real mines, and the great
majority of gold panners knew little of either
minerals or engineering, they were alert to
seize the main chance and to take timely ac-
tion for protection of their claims from inter-
lopers. To divide the wealth among them-
selves peaceably, the prospectors met together
at their riverbank cabin on May 10, 1863.

Their problem was a
lack of law. No courts
or law enforcement
could exist in the cen-
tral Arizona highlands
until territorial gov-
ernment arrived a year
later. So the Walker
prospectors turned to
examples in other Far
West territories where
voluntary associations
had established an in-
formal system of rules
and customs to govern
mineral claims—as
well as real estate, la-
bor, personal conduct,
and communal coop-
eration: an Anglo-
Saxon “folk-moot” as
their first historian,
Charles Shinn, has
called them. The best
examples were in Cali-
fornia whence Joe Walker and George Lount
had come.
The usual practice in California was for min-
ers in a small area to club together and to ask

a member of the group who possessed some
understanding of the system to preside over a
meeting of like minds. The written record of
that meeting would include what everyone
wanted: a careful transcription of resolutions,
passed by majority vote, and a mechanism to
preserve each member’s preemptive claims to
minerals or land, or both. The resolutions of-
ten extended to details of everyday life and
commerce, and thus comprised a social code
that sufficed until federally sanctioned laws
and courts took effect. In California such pro-
ceedings were called “miners’ meetings” and
that’s what the Walker Party called their as-
sembly in the wilderness. The geographic
limits of mining claims, fixed in such codes,

also had names; they
called theirs the Pio-
neer District.

Citizens of Prescott
today should be thank-
ful that the officers of
the Pioneer District’s
miners’ meeting ob-
tained a ledger book
with wherein they
wrote down the pro-
ceedings. The journal
is a 61⁄2-by-15 inch
bound volume that has
weathered the years
remarkably well and
now resides in the
Yavapai County re-
corder’s office. Yet the
presence inside it of
much more extensive
proceedings from the
W a l k e r  D i s t r i c t
(formed in November
1863) has obscured the

importance of the journal’s first nine pages
transcribed below. These few pages constitute
Prescott’s birth certificate.

Photo of the first page of the Journal of the
Pioneer and Walker Mining Districts.

Bill Culver
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Pioneer District
Miners Meeting on the Oolkilsipava River

May 10th 1863

Mr. S. [Solomon] Shoup   President
J. V. Wheelhouse   Secretary

Names of Original Prospecters [sic]

As Required by Resolution Number Seven
[actually Number Six]

Capt. J. R. Walker

Jos. R. Walker Jr. B. Ellis [Daniel Ellis Conner]

John Dixon Abner French
Jacob Linn Chas. Taylor
Jacob Miller H. B. Cummings
Jas. V. Wheelhouse Wm. Williams
Jack Swelling [Swilling] G. Gillalan [Gilliland]

Frank Finney Jackson McCrackin
S. C. Miller Rodney McKinnon
George Blosser Felix Cholet
A. C. Benedict M. Lewis
S. Shoup Jas. Chase
T. J. Johnson George Coulter
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Record of Miners Meetings
and Business Transacted Therein

Preamble Laws & Resolutions Adopted and Passed by the “Walker” Prospecting
and Mining Company for their Mutual guidance & protection at a meeting of said company
on the Oolkilsipava River, May 10th 1863.

Section 1st
To all whom it may concern, be it known that the Walker Prospecting & Mining

Company having taken up certain portions of Oolkilsipava River & Tributarys, for Mining
purposes have formed the said portion into a District to be called Pioneer District extending from
the head of said River to a Tree below the Falls, at the foot of the Mountains (on which notice of
claimant is put up) taking in all Tributarys, Gulches and ravines drained by said portion of
River to Main Summit on both Sides.

Section 2nd
That a Miners Meeting duly called and in which a majority shall pronounce pro or con,

shall be in this district, the manner by which all Laws to be made & adopted, disputes to rights of
claims Settled, extent thereof, Litigation &c & all other business appertaining to Miners and
their rights usually settled at said Meetings in other Mining Districts.

Section 3rd
That there shall be one President to preside over Said Meetings and one Secretary, both

of whom shall be elected by a Majority of Votes, for the term of one year from date of Election.
It shall be the duty of said President to call all Meetings and see that business belonging to said
Meetings be properly brought before it and freely discussed to the satisfaction of all parties con-
cerned. The duty of the Secretary shall be to keep a true & proper Record (in writing) of the
proceedings of each & all said Meetings.

Section 4th
There shall be a Recorder for said District appointed by the Miners for the term of one

year, whose duty it shall be to Record all Claims, Sales & Transfers of same and other
Transactions in Said District appertaining to Said office in other mining Districts; he shall
keep a true Record of same in writing open at all proper hours for Public inspection.
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Resolutions passed & carried at the above meeting.
 [First resolution:] Resolved, that one hundred yards in length and fifty yards each side from

centre be considered a claim on this River.
[Second resolution:] Resolved, that each original prospecter be entitled to one extra Claim

by right of discovery.
[Third resolution:] Resolved, that each member of the Company having drawn by lottery

the number of his claims Shall have the priviledge of exchanging one or both of them for any other
unclaimed part of the said River, same dimension as original being observed.

[Fourth resolution:] Resolved, that whereas but little time was taken to properly prospect, no
claims be taken for persons outside of original prospecters untill they have definitely settled, to which
part of said River their claims may be exchanged for.

[Fifth resolution:] Resolved that the President be entitled to a fee of five dollars for each
Miners Meeting which may be called to settle disputes or other individual business to be paid by
parties calling said Meeting before Meeting be called and in case of winning suit to be refunded to
Plaintif, and same amount collected from defendant.

[Sixth resolution:] Resolved that the names of all original prospecters be embodied in this
document (for which See page 2.)

Resolved that Mr. T. J. Johnson be President of this District.
Resolved that Mr. Wheelhouse be Secretary
Resolved that Mr. Wheelhouse be Recorder
Resolved that the Original claimants whose names appear in this document have nothing to

pay for Recording their first claims

above motion by the Recorder

Resolved that the fee for Recording claims be fixed at Two Dollars & fifty cents per claim.
Resolved that No Mexican shall have the right to buy, take up, or, preempt a claim on this

River in this District for the Term of Six Months, to date from the first day of June 1863 to
dec. 1st 1863.

S. Shoup                President
J. V. Wheelhouse     Sec.



7

Miners Meeting
held on  the Oolkilsipava River

June 10th 1863

Resolutions passed at said Meeting.
Resolved

That the present Boundarys of the district be enlarged and its limits be extended to the [San]

Francisco River on the East, “on the West to the divide of the River Aziamp & Antilope
Creek”, and include the Agua Frio River and its Tributarys.
Resolved

That two days more “from Date” be allowed Original prospecters for locating their claims
Resolved

That each & all owners of Claims Mark & Number them on trees or stakes at both ends
So as to be properly understood.
Resolved

That claim holders shall have the right to say at which end of their claim or claims they shall
commence measuring from when called upon to measure.
Resolved

That all claims taken up be recorded within ten days and no person allowed to take up claims
for others when out prospecting.
Resolved

That all claims duly recorded be held for one year wether worked or not.
Resolved

That two hundred feet in lodes be considered a claim.
Resolved

That Chinaman be excluded from working in any portion of this district.
Resolved

That all persons bringing in Mexicans or having them in their employ, Record the names
of said Mexicans at the office of the district Recorder.
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Resolved
That persons employing Mexicans in any capacity be held responsible for all depredations

upon property proved to have been committed by them.

Resolved
That upon discharging each or any such Mexican from employ, Notice be given to the

Recorder by the employee.
Resolved

That the fee for recording each individual Name be fixed at four bits.

Sara Robinson, archivist in charge of microfilm and retired records for Yavapai County, shows
the original journal of the Pioneer and Walker Mining Districts to Bruce Fee, local artist, histo-
rian and charter member of the Prescott Corral of Westerners International.

Bill Culver

Bill Culver

Bill Culver

Bill Culver
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Meeting of the 12th July 1863
Link [Lynx] Creek.

Resolved
That the law all ready passed with regard to Mexicans remain unchanged.

Resolved
That the “Walker party” or Original prospecters have the right to locate their discovery

claims in any part of the district and have ten days from date to do the same.
Resolved

That no person hold more than one preemption claim on each stream in this district.
Resolved            repealed Jan 10th 1864

That Asiatic & Senoranians be excluded from working in this district. Resolved
That a committee of three be appointed to measure & stake all claims on this stream [Lynx

Creek] said committee to receive two bits per claim  as remuneration.
Resolved

That the above Named committee consist of Mr. Murray, Col. Dobbins & Jacob
Miller.
Resolved

That a committee of three be appointed who shall decide who are or are not Mexicans subject
to the Law of exclusion from taking up & holding claims in the district.
Resolved

That Mr. Green, Mr. Murray & Wheelhouse compose the above name committee.
T. J. Johnson

Pres.
J. V. Wheelhouse

Sec.
Resolution passed at above meeting not mentioned before—That Recorder fee be reduced to
$1.50 per claim for Recording & company claims as one and ten days from date in which to
record the same be allowed to Miners.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS
Prescott’s founders made their first camp at
the headwaters of a stream called the Has-
sayampa, probably a Yavapai Indian name.
That is certain. But the recording secretary of
the Pioneer District, James V. Wheelhouse,
clearly wrote the name Oolkilsipava River.
This must have been how Joe Walker knew it
before the name Hassayampa gained cur-
rency. Walker had trapped along the Colorado
and Gila rivers in the 1830s and traded with
the Mohave Indians, and “Oolkilsipava” may
come from the Mohave language. By June 10,
1863, however, when Secretary Wheelhouse
set down minutes of the next session of the
miners’ meeting, he was referring to the
stream as “the River Aziamp.” The other
boundary stream that he called the “San Fran-
cisco” is today’s Verde River.

A modern reader of the Pioneer District min-
ing code must be struck by the miners’ insis-
tence on excluding “Mexican” and “Asiatic”
persons from their district. We may attribute
this to simple racial prejudice, but it probably
reflects the experience of Walker’s California
partners who had coped with a flood of for-
eigners in the gold fields whose mining skills
posed serious competition, especially natives
of Mexico and Chile who knew the most ad-
vanced techniques for mining precious met-
als.

We know surprisingly little about most of the
prospectors who followed Joe Walker. Shoup,
Wheelhouse, and T. J. Johnson must have
been experienced in either mining or the law,
or they simply were natural leaders in that
rough and tumble society. Of Wheelhouse we
know almost nothing, except that he was forty
years of age and from New York. Solomon
Shoup was fifty and from Pennsylvania.
Daniel Ellis Conner, the only eyewitness to
the May 10 meeting who left a record,
thought Johnson was from Mississippi and

about thirty-five. His first name may have
been Thomas.

The discovery of hardrock ores on Lynx
Creek and elsewhere led to formation of a
new governing body called the Walker Quartz
Mining District, organized at Captain
Walker’s camp on November 24, 1863. By
then most of the original Walker Party, and
many newcomers, had staked claims on the
Lynx or its tributaries. The founding docu-
ment of the new district begins on page 25 of
the Journal. Yet the Pioneer District had not
dissolved. Prospectors were still working a
few of the first placer claims as evidenced by
the next entry in the Journal:

At an adjourned meeting of the miners of Pioneer
Dist held pursuant to notice January 10th 1864, Pre-
sent Capt. J. C. Bogert [sic] in the chair & V. C.
Smith Secretary.

Upon motion of F. G. Christie, Mr. V. C.
Smith was unanimously declared Recorder of the Placer
Mines.

The following amendment to the bylaws of the Dis-
trict was adopted

“Resolved that no person shall hold more than one
Placer claim by preemption at one time within the district
except those claims heretofore granted to the Walker party.”

The following resolution was adopted & was embod-
ied in the laws of the District

“Resolved. That any person holding a Placer
claim by purchase must have a bill of sale of said claim re-
corded within ten days from the date of the purchase, unless
the purchaser takes immediate possession, and must, if re-
quired show a good and sufficient title to said claim & show
value received by oath or affirmation before the Recorder or
a sworn officer.”
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The membership of the Pioneer District had
begun to change. VanNess C. Smith, Jacob C.
Bogart, and Folet G. Christie were not at the
first meeting on May 10, but were they then
on the Hassayampa? In spring of 1864 Smith,
a twenty-six year old single man from Ver-
mont, told the census taker he had resided in
Arizona nine months, which suggests he had
arrived no earlier than September 1863. The
same for Bogart, a thirty-six year old married
man from New Jersey.  Christie, however,
claimed to be a “Hassayamper.” In 1864 he
was thirty-one years old and one of the
wealthiest Prescott settlers with property
worth $5,000. He told the census taker he had
been in Arizona a year, that is since May of
1863.

New faces, however, had appeared as early as
the July 12 meeting on Lynx Creek.  The “Mr.
Green,” “Col. Dobbins,” and “Mr. Murray,”
in the Pioneer journal at that date appear in no
previous documents. Murray is nonetheless
interesting. Although listed as a physician in
the 1864 census, he had been farming near
Gila City in southern Arizona in 1860 where
he probably had known Swilling. The doctor
was killed during a card game on Whiskey
Row in 1867.

As soon as mineral lodes were opened on
Lynx Creek, and elsewhere east of the Has-
sayampa drainage, the original Walker Party
began to scatter, mostly because they lacked
the knowledge and capital to work complex
underground mines. By then Walker lived in a
cabin on Lynx Creek and stayed around
Prescott until 1867, having taken out several
claims that never profited him. He died at his
California ranch in Contra Costa County in
1876.

As we see in the journal of the Pioneer Dis-
trict, Jack Swilling filed placer claims on the
Hassayampa, but he soon joined the Peeples
Party in developing the fabulous Rich Hill

gold placers discovered near Weaver later in
1863. Four years later Swilling formed a
company to reopen prehistoric Indian irriga-
tion ditches in the Salt River Valley, an enter-
prise credited with the foundation of the mod-
ern city of Phoenix. He packed a lifetime of
prospecting, farming, and Indian fighting into
the next eleven years only to die broken in
health in 1878.

George Lount had a long and interesting life
in the Prescott area, early on as a partner in
the town’s first sawmill, and then as “receiver
of public moneys” at the federal land office,
1870–1883. The government job left him con-
siderable time for other activities, including
construction in Prescott of the county offices
in 1873. With a brother, Lount established the
first ice plant in Phoenix, and he served in the
third and fourth territorial legislatures.

By the time officials of the territorial govern-
ment took a census of Arizona in 1864, eight-
een of the twenty-five prospectors present at
the May 10, 1863, meeting were still in the
huge domain of Yavapai County, but most
departed in a few more years, some disap-
pearing completely. For instance, George
Blosser recorded claims on both the Has-
sayampa and Lynx Creek, some with Jake and
Sam Miller.  In 1865 he sold everything, in-
cluding livestock and personal property, to the
Millers for $800 and simply dropped from
sight.

Daniel Ellis Conner was from Kentucky and
suspected of being “secesh” by federal
authorities in Colorado where he joined the
Walker Party at age twenty-two. Conner lived
under the alias Daniel Ellis until the Civil
War ended and even was elected to the terri-
torial legislature under that name. He soon
tired of life on this rough frontier—famously
trading his valuable ranch for a pistol—and
removed to Ohio, later to California, where he
was a civil engineer. Conner struggled for
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years to sell his account of the Walker Party’s
adventures, but it was not until thirty-six
years after his death in 1920 that an edited
version was published.

Besides Lount and Swilling, a few others of
the Walker Party played roles in the develop-
ment of Prescott and Yavapai County. Cap-
tain Walker’s nephew, Joseph R. Walker,
Junior, remained around Prescott and served
as sheriff from 1879 to 1882. Later he tried to
reclaim the office but lost out to the colorful
William “Buckey” O’Neill.

John Dickson (called Dixon in the miners’
meeting record) went to farming in partner-
ship with King S. Woolsey, on a spread of
land along the Agua Fria River near the later
mining town of Dewey. He married a young
woman from the Ehle family, some of the first
permanent settlers in Prescott, and the Dick-
sons later helped settle Skull Valley.

The Miller brothers, Samuel and Jacob, found
freighting more lucrative than mining and
hauled freight in the Prescott area for many
years. They also took an interest in cattle
ranching and road building and left the family
name behind in the Miller Valley area of pre-
sent day Prescott.

Jackson McCrackin, a South Carolinian, was
elected to the first Arizona legislative assem-
bly that met in Prescott from September to
November 1864. He also served in the second
legislature the next year. In 1874 he discov-
ered a rich silver mine in southern Mohave
County, near Bill Williams River. Later in
California he spelled his name McCracken.

A varied lot they were, not unlike adventur-
ous parties that founded many durable com-
munities in the Far West. In the later history
of Arizona Territory, however, they have an
antique flavor, characters as it were from an
Old West gallery. The primitive mining,

short-term lumbering, and small scale farming
and stock raising of their pioneer territory
gave way within thirty years to an industrial-
ized economy bankrolled from afar, in a land
still rugged and remote but colonized by ex-
pectant capitalists, lawyers, and politicos from
California and the Midwest. Prescott today
likes to think of itself as a cow town, ignoring
its mining roots. An eventual flood of emi-
grants without any connection at all or sym-
pathy for the likes of Walker and Swilling
would form the State of Arizona in 1912.

In his last film, a documentary titled The Real
West, Gary Cooper expressed what many old
timers still around in 1912 probably felt: “By
damn, wouldn’t it be fun to tear it all down
and start over again?”
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Jack Swilling and the Walker Exploratory Party
By Al Bates

he role of famed Joseph R. Walker in opening the central Arizona highlands
to settlement by non-Indians in 1863 is well known.  Also well known at
the time, but today almost totally forgotten, is the vital role that John W.

(Jack) Swilling played in that historic event.

Walker’s band of adventurers had been look-
ing for gold, first in northern Arizona and then
in Colorado and New Mexico while the
American Civil War raged on.  After encoun-
tering Jack Swilling in New Mexico they set
their sights on an unexplored wilderness above
the Gila River, despite
the high risk of Indian
attack.  Part of the rea-
son for Captain Walker
to make that choice
was personal: this
would be his last
chance to see—with
his now failing eye-
sight—a place he had
never been.  Swilling
provided an even bet-
ter reason for the rest
of the party, the indi-
cations of gold he had
seen there three years
earlier.

Joseph R. Walker’s Background
“Captain” Joseph R. Walker was one of those
fortunate men who spent his adult life doing
exactly what he loved: hunting, trapping,
trading and, especially, exploring into un-
known places.  He gained his honorary title
not from military service, but in recognition of
his decades of successfully leading expeditions
into the wilderness west, often into areas pre-
viously unknown to white men.

Born in Tennessee in 1798, Walker’s first ad-
ventures in the far west were in New Mexico

as a trapper and trader and later as hunter and
guide for the expedition that formally sur-
veyed the famed Santa Fe Trail from Missouri
to New Mexico.  After a brief term as a
county sheriff in Missouri and dabbling in
several other occupations, Walker found his
lifetime calling—and first national no-

tice—when he joined
with U. S. Army Cap-
tain Benjamin Bon-
neville on a four-year
beaver trapping expe-
dition that produced
few pelts but brought
back extensive knowl-
edge of the land be-
yond the Rocky
Mountains.  His fame
later grew to near-
mythic status after his
involvement with
Army Captain John
Charles Frémont’s
well-publicized expe-
ditions.1

Jack Swilling’s Background
By contrast, Jack Swilling was a little known
young man who first came to public notice in
1860 as captain of the “Gila Rangers” militia
company that pursued Indian raiders deep
into the unexplored central Arizona high-
lands.2

Swilling was born in South Carolina in 1830
and spent the first 14 years of his life there.
He lived in Georgia until he was 17 when he
became an under-age enlistee in a volunteer

T

Captain Joseph R. Walker
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Georgia mounted volunteers battalion during
the Mexican War.  After service in Mexico he
was honorably discharged and moved to Ala-
bama where he lived until 1856 when he left
to pursue adventure in the southwestern U. S.

Swilling came to the Gadsden Purchase area in
the late 1850s as a teamster working for the
Leach Wagon Road
Company.  He moved
on to the Los Angeles
area where there had
been a gold discovery,
but returned to begin
washing gold at Gila
City and working for
the Overland Mail
Company.3

On January 7, 1860,
Swilling led his “Gila
Rangers” (who were
aided by an auxiliary
force of Maricopa In-
dian warriors) in pur-
suit of Tonto Apache raiders who stole stock
from miners and the Overland Mail Company.
The unexplored area they entered covered
over 14,000 square miles, an area larger than
the state of Massachusetts, but shown only
as a blank spot on then current maps.  This
unknown area was bounded on the south by
the Gila River, on the east by the Verde River,
on the north by the Bill Williams River and on
the west by the mighty Colorado.  Trappers
and explorers—Spanish, Mexican and Ameri-
can—had been on the edges of the area out-
lined by the four rivers but had not penetrated
the interior.

The Rangers obtained a share of revenge on
the Indian raiders, but ultimately more impor-
tant than this “successful chastisement” of the
Apaches was the discovery of “… the finest
indications of gold of any they have ever
seen.”4  However a more thorough investiga-

tion of the mineral potential would have to
wait since the area was considered too remote
and too dangerous to exploit at that time.

Swilling moved on to Pinos Altos, a new
mining community located in what is now
western New Mexico, where he became first
lieutenant of a militia group called the Arizona

Guards formed for lo-
cal protection from
Apache raids.  This
group was soon ab-
sorbed into the Con-
federate Army where
Swilling served until
the Rebels were forced
to withdraw from Ari-
zona and New Mex-
ico.  Like several of his
companions in the
Arizona Guards, Lt.
Swilling chose not to
continue the fight in
the East but to return
to civilian status and

to remain in the Southwest both mining and
serving the US Army as a dispatch rider and
guide, all moves that ardent southern sympa-
thizers never forgave.

Formation of the Walker Party
By the spring of 1861 Joe Walker shared with
relatives a prosperous spread called Manza-
nita Ranch south and east of San Francisco
Bay and, over 60 years old, was thinking of
one final adventure.  After being approached
by a Canadian miner named George Lount,
Walker agreed to head an expedition to test
out Lount’s theory that there was gold on the
Little Colorado River in Arizona.5  Walker
began with a nine-man party that included
Lount and two of Walker’s many nephews
(one named Joseph R. Walker, Jr., to the con-
fusion of later historians and archivists).  At
Grapevine Springs, California, they merged
with the seven-man Miller party (brothers

Jack Swilling
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Sam and Jake Miller and their father John plus
four others).6  Their exploration of the Little
Colorado proved fruitless and they moved on
to Colorado Territory.

Other explorers joined along the way in Colo-
rado and New Mexico.  Daniel Ellis Conner
joined the Walker party as they traveled from
Colorado into New Mexico in the fall of 1862.
Conner, who was on the run from Federal
authorities because of his pro-Confederate
activities in Colorado, later provided the only
detailed first-hand account of the expedition.7

When the Walker Party turned south from
Colorado into New Mexico in late November
1862, still in the midst of America’s Civil
War, each man was required to sign a loyalty
oath to the Union.  Twenty-seven names ap-
pear on that document.8 Swilling’s name is
not included since he was not yet a member of
the party.

According to Sam Miller in a letter written
years later, “In September 1862 we started
with 36 men into Arizona, through the moun-
tains of New Mex., and in May 1863 we ar-
rived on the Hassayampa River.”9  Despite
this laconic statement, it wasn’t quite that
simple.  Much happened during those few
months including the capture and death of the
infamous Apache Chief Mangas Coloradas.

Capture of Mangas Coloradas
By January 1863 the Walker Party had
reached the ruins of Fort McLane near the Pi-
nos Altos mining region, after being followed
and harassed by warriors they believed to be
part of Mangas’ band.  Their objective at this
point seems to have been to explore the “San
Francisco” (now Verde) River of central Ari-
zona.  The Indian problem going westward
towards Arizona would certainly get worse
because Apaches controlled much of the route
from Mesilla to Tucson and chances of attack
at any time would continue to increase.  Ac-

cording to Conner it was there at the ruined
fort that a plan to capture Mangas was devel-
oped, and it was there that Swilling makes his
first appearance in Conner’s account.10

The Army had been making plans to eliminate
Mangas and his allies, and Jack Swilling was
already part of those plans.  General Joseph
R. West, by then commander of the California
Volunteers in New Mexico Territory, consid-
ered Mangas “Doubtless the worst Indian in
our boundaries, and one who has been the
cause of more murders and of more torturing
and of burning at the stake in this country
than all others together…”

Mangas had been wounded seriously during
the Battle of Apache Pass and was making
sounds that, at age 70, he wanted to live out
his days in peace.  Few believed him because
of his established reputation for breaking his
word.11  Hearing that the old chief had re-
turned to the Pinos Altos area and that Swill-
ing was mining in that vicinity (well before the
Walker party arrived), General West wrote in
November 1862, “Jack Swilling is at the mines
and is available for service.”12

Swilling’s arrival at the ruins of Fort McLane
in mid-January 1863 coincided with the
planned arrival of Captain E. D. Shirland and
20 Army troopers, and there he encountered
the Walker Party for the first time.  Specifics
of the plan to capture Mangas then were
worked out, including the involvement of ci-
vilians to conceal the Army presence.  Swill-
ing led the capture effort because of his previ-
ous acquaintance with Mangas at Pinos Altos
and his experience in leading small mounted
groups.13  Captain Walker did not participate
in the capture.

Conner’s published account of the capture of
Mangas states that Swilling led a mixed group
of Walker party civilians and Army troops
with the intent to keep the Army’s presence
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unknown to the Apaches.  Not a shot was
fired as the giant chief was surprised and cap-
tured by Swilling.  The Army’s official ac-
count did not credit Swilling or the Walker
party with any participation in the capture,
and General West kept all the credit for him-
self.

By the time Swilling’s group and their captive
returned to the Fort McLane ruins that after-
noon, General West and the rest of his force
had arrived.  At that point, the Army took
over custody of the huge Indian chief, and it
was while under their control that Mangas
was killed “attempting to escape,” probably
the night of January 17-18.  As an eyewitness
to what he considered premeditated murder,
Conner forcefully and repeatedly denied the
Army’s official account of Mangas’ death for
the rest of his life.

Time Out at Fort West
The Walker Party left the soldiers and headed
north and west towards Arizona.  Near Gila,
N. M., they were surprised to encounter an
Army force (including Swilling as a civilian
scout) there to establish a new fort, designed
to protect area settlers from the Apaches, and
named in honor of General West.

Most of the Walker party and some of the
soldiers then made a five-week expedition to
the San Francisco River of western New
Mexico and eastern Arizona.  It seems odd
today that a group of soldiers would go pros-
pecting in the midst of both the national Civil
War and a local Indian War, but it made sense
then given the need for gold by the Federal
Government; thus the troops were permitted
to go prospecting while on furlough.  Swilling
could not join in this expedition because of his
contract with the Army as a civilian scout at-
tached to the new fort.

Following that expedition the Walker party
spent most of a month camped near Fort

West, and did not leave until after the close of
Swilling’s time of Army employment.  That
one-month layover may have been taken be-
cause Jack had convinced Walker that the gold
in Arizona was not along Arizona’s Verde
River, but would be found up a previously
unknown river he had discovered three years
earlier while leading the Gila Rangers Militia.

Not all of the party liked what was eventually
proposed, and several of them stayed behind
either at Fort West or elsewhere along the
way to the new diggings.  Nine who had
signed the loyalty oath at Santa Fe the previ-
ous November were not on the roll of the
“original prospectors” who formed the Pio-
neer Mining District some five or six weeks
after the departure from Fort West, but there
were seven replacements.

When the Walker party finally left the Fort
West vicinity about the first of April 1863
and headed into the newly created Arizona
Territory, Swilling was returning to the unex-
plored area above the Gila that he had entered
with his Indian-fighting militia just over three
years before.  As A. C. Benedict, of the
Walker party wrote in a letter a few months
later, “[Jack] Swilling is the man who first
conducted us to the stream [Hassayampa] on
which we found gold on our first trip.”14  

The Walker party’s route took them through
Apache Pass (at night, since the Apaches after
Mangas’ death were even more aggressive
than before), then stopped briefly at Tucson
and proceeded to the Pima Villages near the
juncture of the Salt and Gila rivers.  From
there they traveled north and west past the
White Tank Mountains, and then followed up
the Hassayampa River to near its headwaters
a few miles below today’s Prescott.  There on
May 10, 1863, 25 “original prospectors”
formed the Pioneer Mining District and filed
two placer mining claims apiece.15  George
Lount and five other members of the expedi-
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tion were not present for formation of the
Pioneer Mining District but straggled in later
and filed new or bought existing placer or lode
claims.

Formal registration of the initial claims was
delayed until June 12, following a trip to
Ammi White’s flourmill and store at the Gila
Villages to restock the miners’ depleted sup-
plies of tobacco, flour, salt, coffee and other
essentials.  It may be that another purchase at
that time was the ledger book that they used
to record events at their new mining district
and is now kept in the Yavapai County Re-
corder’s archives.

Another Exploring Party Arrives
On their way back to their claims on the Has-
sayampa the Walker party was surprised to
discover that they were not the only ones ex-
ploring for gold in the central Arizona high-
lands that spring.  A mounted band they first
feared to be Apaches turned out to be a group
guided by Paulino Weaver, like Walker an ag-
ing mountain man and explorer.  They had
come into the central Arizona highlands from
the Colorado River near La Paz and found
gold traces near Antelope Mountain (between
today’s Wickenburg and Prescott).  They too
ran short on supplies and a cross-country trip
to the Pima Villages was necessary.  (Weaver
was in unknown territory but knew that if
they headed south they must come to the Gila
River and thence to the Pima Villages.)
Exaggerated claims about the gold finds were
broadcast back to the “States” and, as a result,
a rush of miners and merchants followed them
into the mountains.  As Governor Goodwin’s
party of Territorial officials neared Santa Fe in
late 1863 the news of the gold discoveries led
him to change their intended destination from
Tucson in southern Arizona to the new dig-
gings in the central Arizona highlands.  When
a special census was completed in April 1864
the non-Indian population in the highlands
had grown from the original 25 to 1088.16  By

June 1864 a new town named Prescott had
been formed next to Granite Creek and the
territorial government was settled there for the
first of its two stays.

A few months later Captain Walker officially
disbanded the party of “original prospectors”
with the words that “We have opened the area
to civilization, now it is up to civilization to
do the rest.”17  He was right.  Civilization had
arrived in the central Arizona highlands and
there was no turning back, even though it
would take another half-century for the
granting of Arizona statehood.

Portions of this article were adapted from the
author’s newly published book “Jack Swilling,
Arizona’s Most Lied About Pioneer.”
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A PRESIDENTIAL TOUR: PRESIDENT McKINLEY VISITS
THE CONGRESS GOLD MINE

By Robert L. Spude

n May 1901, the small town of Congress, Arizona Territory, celebrated the ar-
rival of the Presidential train and subsequent tour by its occupants of the
town’s single industry, the Congress Mine.  Fifty-eight year-old President Wil-

liam McKinley had just been re-elected and sworn into office for his second term,
and had decided to tour the country.  McKinley was at the peak of his power, had
pulled the country out of its deepest depression, and led the country in war, creat-
ing its first overseas empire.  He expected four more years of prosperity– thanks to
an underway gold-mining boom.1

Arizona and, especially, the mines of Yavapai
County were doing their small part in the gold
production increase.  The Congress Mine rep-
resented the western mining community’s re-
covery from the depression of 1893-7.  It was
also a successful statement about the validity
of the gold standard,
one of the Republicans’
political platforms;
popular with Eastern
businessman and un-
popular with western
silver miners.  As ter-
ritorial Arizona’s most
productive gold mine,
the Congress Mine was
placed on the Presi-
dent’s itinerary while
the mining camp’s resi-
dents put up flags and
banners, bows and
bunting to greet the
presidential train.2

President McKinley’s
train left Washington in April for a loop
around the country, first through the southern
states, and then across the Southwest to San
Francisco.3  The eight-car special arrived in
Phoenix at 3:30 a.m. on May 7th and was
turned north to the early morning arrival at

Congress. The president’s private car Olym-
pia was backed up the spur to the camp and
mine.  Newspaper reporters from a dozen
dailies and the three major illustrated week-
lies – Harper’s Weekly, Leslie’s Weekly, and
Collier’s Weekly -- were on board to capture

the details of the day.
Also on board were Gov-
ernor Nathan Oakes
Murphy, his brother
Frank Morrill Murphy, a
major stockholder in the
Congress mine, and other
territorial dignitaries.
Eliphalet Butler Gage,
president of the Congress
Gold Mining Company,4

served as tour guide for
the President.

Nearly all of the one
thousand inhabitants of
Congress – in addition to
brass bands, people from
Tucson, Prescott and

Phoenix, as well as photographers and news-
men, congregated at the Congress Gold Min-
ing Company’s store to welcome the
Presidential entourage.  On May 7, at 8:13 a.
m., the crowd burst into a frenzy of cheers,
brass band clatter, steam whistles, and exu-

I

President McKinley at the Congress
Mine’s shaft number three.
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berant cries when the train came chuffing up
the tracks on Main Street.  The President, al-
ready on the Olympia’s platform, immediately
began, in the words of one reporter, “shaking
hands with those more accustomed to wield-
ing a pick and shovel or operating an air drill
in the workings of the Congress mine.”5

Reporters also described the scene: crowds
were bubbling over with excitement and mer-
riment.  Old timers were tickled at the sight of
a United States President in the wilds of Ari-
zona.  Mothers showed their babies to the
President while brother or sister, caught up in
all the fun and frolic, scampered off amongst
the dignitaries, newsmen, and photographers,
who were discreetly trying to make or capture
tomorrow’s headlines.

Typical But Bigger Than Most
Congress was a typical gold mining camp –
only a little bigger than most.  Located near
the mine shafts and tunnels were the com-
pany’s works: stamp mills, cyanide plants,
boarding houses, store, and Gage’s office.
Here, 450 miners carried out their routine du-
ties.  McKinley began his tour, and to the sur-
prise of all, mixed right in with the people in
order to see their world.  In the ominous
words of one observer, “there is no other
country under the sun where a ruler would
have been safe under such circumstances.”6

Just beyond the boundary of the Congress
property lay the businesses common to min-
ing camps.  Adobe saloons, gambling dens,
wood frame saloons, dance halls and more
saloons were all mixed in with the school-
house, church, theater, clubhouse and “ball-
room,” and even more saloons.  (One
Congress wag exclaimed, “Ye hardy miner
scorns water when Anheuser is on tap.”)7  In-
cluded in this odd concoction were the min-
ers’ family homes constructed of materials
ranging from adobe brick or wood to canvas
or the mesquite wikieups of the Native

Americans.  The streets were not laid out in
any uniform fashion; the town just grew along
the 3.6 mile branch railroad to the mine.
Street urchins, children copping fruit from
stands, dogs, pigs, chickens, and burros run-
ning among the buildings all entwined to cre-
ate the city fabric that day.

President McKinley did not visit the lower
section of town.  Rather, he inspected the
hoists, head frames, mills and tunnels of the
mining company.  E. B. Gage ordered the
company train, whose engine you could
hardly see because of the flags and bunting,
ready to take the President from the company
store up the three steep (4% grade) switch-
backs to near the mouth of the incline shaft.
From here, Gage led President McKinley,
Governor Murphy, members of the cabinet,
and others out to walk along the dusty trail to
the main mine shaft.

The temperature was 70 degrees with a
“beautiful turquoise sky, bright sunshine, and
invigorating air.”8  The scenery was exotic to
the visitors.  The hills were covered with sa-
guaro, cholla, and barrel cacti.  Sharlot Hall
described the Congress hills scenery: “the gi-
ant cactus appears, marching rank on rank
over the rocky peaks like our Rough Riders
storming San Juan hill.”9  Ex-Governor
Myron McCord, a former Rough Rider, must
have appreciated the description.  He may
have also planted the often asked question
“where was Colonel Roosevelt,” the popular
vice-president.  But “Teddy” had been left
behind.

Rattlesnakes and Cactus
Some of the Eastern urbanites in the party ex-
pressed concern about rattlesnakes and cactus.
President McKinley, while posing for photog-
raphers, was one of the first stuck by a sa-
guaro cactus.  No harm was done.  The party
arrived at the banner-covered head frame atop
the mine incline shaft #3, where special seat-
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ing, in mine haulage carts called “skips,” was
waiting to take members of the group 3,050
feet down into the mine.  Cabinet members
James Wilson and John Hay and their wives,
the president’s secretary George Cortelyou,
and other members of the party boarded the
skips and caught glimpses of “dark under-
ground workings relieved here and there by
the pale light of a candle [where] the scenes
of many busy miners, and the sound of the
pick and air drill greeted every ear.”  Women
in the Presidential party “each picked out of
the ledge with a miner’s pick a rich specimen
of [gold] quartz.” 10 One reporter who took
the trip, wrote: “I know now what it means to
go to hell in a hand-basket, and the author of
that classic phrase got the idea in an ore car,
while going down the shaft of a mine.”11

The President and First Lady, urged by cau-
tion and “not wishing any responsibility for
possible injury to befall others,” declined the
excursion in a mine skip.  Gage encouraged
the President to walk 1500 feet into a tunnel
“where he was greeted by a number of miners
waving American flags, in the depths of the
earth, the tunnel being illuminated by electric
lights.  The scene made a decided impression
on the mind of the president, as he remarked
that he had seen the flag floating from public
buildings and from battleships, had seen it
waved by school children and had seen it in
almost every conceivable shape and form, but
that was the first time he had ever seen it
waved beneath the earth’s surface and in the
hands of the sturdy American miner.”12 The
press had a field day with this episode.

All the plant machinery was toured and in-
spected.  The President and his party enjoyed
watching the transformation of ore into sands
by huge stamp mills. They watched the pro-
gress of the sands across vibrating concentra-
tion tables or in slowly churning tanks, where
solutions of deadly sodium cyanide washed
through the sand and dissolved the gold out of

its crushed ore.13  Finally “the feat of an em-
ployee, who, handling hot metal like so much
milk, molded a $28,000 bar of bullion.”14

Also, Mrs. McKinley received a small ribbon-
bound gold bar courtesy of company officials.

Mrs. McKinley, who had lost her two daugh-
ters when they were very young, paid atten-
tion to the children.    Superintendent of the
mine W. F. Staunton wrote home that “Mrs.
McKinley presented little Byna Kinsley,
whose mother was visiting us, with a pair of
knit slippers.”15 The community warmed to
the First Lady.

The three-hour tour ended at the mill.  The
McKinley party re-boarded their train and
headed back towards Phoenix.  On the jour-
ney Gage pointed out other sites of other gold
mines.  The President showed a decided inter-
est in mining and jokingly remarked “that it
seemed to him as if Yavapai County had been
silently nursing the gold standard for many
years and quietly clinging to it, too, before it
became a political issue.”16

Why a Congress Mine Visit?
One has to ask, why did McKinley visit a
gold mine, and why this mine?  Many others
of Arizona’s mines could be reached by rail-
road car.  The copper camps were far larger
and more symbolic of territorial Arizona’s
prime industry, mining.  But the Congress
was impressive and would prove to be territo-
rial Arizona’s most productive gold mine.17

The history of the mine exemplified the 1890s
McKinley era theme of industrial progress.
Prospector Dennis May had wandered the
hills of southern Yavapai County since the
1860s, scratching and digging its rugged out-
crops. He finally hit it big when he staked the
Congress mining claim in 1884.  Its golden
outcrop became richer as he dug into the
Congress lode, and three years later Prescott
mine promoter Frank Murphy brokered the
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The mining camp of Congress shortly before President McKinley’s 1901 tour.

Ore cars being loaded at Congress mine’s number five shaft.
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sale of May’s claim to colorful Chicago
steamboat and railroad magnate Joseph
“Diamond Jo” Reynolds.  By 1890, when a
Prescott reporter visited Congress, the mine,
with Murphy as superintendent, was opening
up into a bonanza and the operation was be-
coming the showcase of Yavapai County.
The reporter continued: “The Congress stands
as a tribute written and riven deep into the
rugged tablets of the Bradshaws, to the sa-
gacity of Jo Reynolds and the energy, skill,
and good judgment of his superintendent, F.
M. Murphy.”18

Reynolds desired to reduce the cost of ship-
ping concentrates from the mill and proposed
a railroad be built from Prescott to Phoenix,
via Congress.  Then tragedy struck.  The sev-
enty-two year old Reynolds died while on a
visit to the mine.  Operations halted, Murphy
hung up the stamps in the mill, and concen-
trated on building the Santa Fe, Prescott &
Phoenix Railroad.19  Frank and Oakes Mur-
phy, through their millionaire “uncle” Simon
Murphy,20 well connected with the Republi-
cans of Michigan, brought in a new group of
Midwestern investors to push the railroad
through Prescott, to the Congress Mine in
1894, and completion to Phoenix in 1895.

While Frank Murphy’s energies were focused
on the railroad, the Reynolds estate decided to
sell the mine.  Speculators from Tombstone,
led by E. B. Gage--put out of business be-
cause of the crash in silver mining in 1893--
bought the Congress.21  Gage moved in with
an experienced crew from Tombstone and
began the real bonanza period.  Within three
years Congress mine production reached
nearly three-quarters of a million dollars
worth of gold annually.22

Mine Investments
New investment and new technology had
made the Congress Mine.  The same could be
said for a number of other Yavapai county

gold mines during the 1890s.  The move of
many former silver mine owners and miners
from Tombstone to Yavapai County in the
1890s, helped stimulate the mining excite-
ment.  From the Crown King District to Fools
Gulch, gold camps rapidly expanded. The
Crown King, McCabe, Oro Belle, Mudhole,
Hillside, Poland, Henrietta, Little Jessie, and
Senator mines each became respectable gold
producers as Yavapai county’s gold produc-
tion exceeded one, then two, then three mil-
lion dollars annually.  The cyanide process
made the Congress Mine profitable (and a
Phoenix reporter noted that the vats at the mill
contained “this cyanide mixture [which] is
granted to be as deadly as Adams hotel whis-
key.”)23

Mining Technology
The cyanide process, access to smelters which
reduced concentrates, and other new tech-
nologies aided the revival, as did new invest-
ment. Midwest investors funded speculative
mining operations and built railroads--the
Prescott & Eastern to Mayer and the Brad-
shaw Mountain to Poland and Crown King.
Unfortunately over-speculation and outright
fraud hurt the industry, which took a major
downturn with the financial panic of 1907 and
thirteen-year gold boom ended.24

The Congress Mine, though, benefited from
the attention of investors.  In 1901 the com-
pany was reorganized as the Congress Con-
solidated Mines Company, Ltd., which in
essence was a re-selling of the mine to the old
owners, for a reported $3,000,000, but offer-
ing stock to new investors.  Frank Murphy
helped Gage and his partners rapidly increase
production by channeling new money into a
major plant expansion between 1899 and
1901.  The program increased the mill to 80
stamps and extended the main shaft to 3,050
feet, deepest in the Southwest.  The new
physical plant was in fine working order when
the Presidential party arrived for their visit.25
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Arizona Mine Investments and Politics
Again, one has to ask, why did President
McKinley visit the Congress Mine?  Obvi-
ously, the lure of a prosperous gold mining
operation in the West, especially one that
thrived after the mining depression of 1893,
was an allure.  The President’s quip about the
gold standard was indicative of his stand on
the monetary issue.  Stopping at a prosperous
gold mine and having its photograph pasted
across the pages of the nation’s press enforced
his belief; prosperity returned on a solid gold
foundation.  In March 1900, upon the request
of the President, the U. S. Congress had
passed the gold standard bill, a campaign
promise of 1896 that meant every dollar was
backed by gold.  For silver miners, the deci-
sion earlier, in 1893, to not provide Federal
support for silver caused the metal to plum-
met in market value, from over a dollar an
ounce to fifty cents.  Silver mines closed
across the West but gold mining boomed.
Visiting a gold mine was a positive statement
that the mining industry was healthy.

Visiting a “safe” mine, one without labor
troubles or fraud was important to the admini-
stration.  McKinley Republicans had many
ties to the Congress Mine; even his friends in
Ohio were involved.  The Arms family of
Youngstown -- not far from McKinley’s
hometown of Canton -- was a major stock-
holder in the Congress. Chicago Republicans,
such as the wealthy N. K. Fairbank, owned
shares in the Congress, and was a personal
friend of Chicago banker Lyman J. Gage,
McKinley’s Secretary of Treasury (and dis-
tant relative of E. B. Gage).  Warren Miller,
millionaire Senator from New York, owned
shares.  McKinley’s former Secretary of War
and soon to be Senator from Michigan, Rus-
sell Alger, owned stock in the Congress.
Other Michiganites, especially Simon Mur-
phy, were Republican backers of Alger’s
crowd, and also owned major shares in the
Congress.  As mentioned, Alger helped N. O.

Murphy regain the territorial governor’s chair
in 1898. Oakes and brother Frank represented
industrial Arizona – and each of the mine
backers also owned shares in the Santa Fe,
Prescott & Phoenix Railroad, the line that
would take the President to the mine’s en-
trance. Layer upon layer of the Republican
Midwest crowd were either directly or
through connections linked to the Congress
Mine.  Not surprisingly, when a tour of the
nation began to be planned, Governor Murphy
worked closely with George Cortelyou, the
president’s closest aid, to organize the trip
which would include the mine.26

Many thought, not incorrectly, that Frank M.
Murphy had arranged the tour of the mine as
publicity for his own business ends.  As Wall
Street knew, a Presidential visit would mean
positive press for a property, and Murphy and
his partners were ready to take advantage of
the free publicity in order to expand opera-
tions.  That they were close to the administra-
tion was as important, if not more so, than
that they were in sync with the reining pro-
business philosophy of the administration.  In
a speech to bankers, Murphy made two major
points to which his associates would have
agreed: 1) “In my judgment, those at the head
of large corporations [should] take an honest
and active interest in politics,” and 2) “The
results of honest effort should be passed to
stock and bond holders who have the courage
to embark on a business.”27

Coincidently, in 1901, Murphy planned with
these Midwestern and Eastern investors to
form the Development Company of America,
a huge holding company that would control
their Southwest U. S. properties and interests.
The Congress Mine would be one of its show
case properties.  The company would be one
of the largest of its kind in the nation, thus
favorable public and governmental attitudes
were required.  The fortunate occurrence of
President McKinley’s tour of the West and his
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acceptance to visit Congress, controlled by
Murphy, Gage, and their partners, was an im-
portant step in its corporate birth.  When E. B.
Gage left the Presidential party’s train at
Congress Junction that sunny May day, the
necessary impression was left with the Presi-
dent and his party – and also with the nation’s
populace, who saw the many illustrated
newspapers’ images of a jolly Presidential
tour.  The Development Company of America
(DCA) was formed in 1901, and its initial
stock offering sold at a rapid rate.  The Con-
gress Consolidated, the Tombstone Consoli-
dated, the Yavapai Consolidated, the Imperial
Copper, and other operating units would be
formed—and stock sold—under the DCA be-
hemoth, Arizona’s first holding company.

“My Dearest … was Shot”
From Arizona, President McKinley’s party
continued on west into California.  Because of
Mrs. McKinley’s ill health, the journey was
shortened and stopped in San Francisco be-
fore quickly returning to Washington, D. C.
The president had planned to end the tour at
Buffalo, New York and the Pan-American
Exposition, but delayed to tend to his wife
and other duties during the summer months.
He went to Buffalo after being relieved that
his wife’s health had improved.

On September 6, while shaking the hands
with well-wishers at the Pan-American expo-
sition’s Temple of Music reception line, an
anarchist approached President McKinley,
then fired two shoots.  Mrs. McKinley, an in-
valid cared for by her husband, wrote in her
diary “My Dearest was receiving in a public
hall on our return, when he was shot.”28  Eight
days later the president was dead.

Cities across the continent mourned the loss,
including small Congress, Arizona Territory,
where the president had toured just four
months earlier.  The company store was
draped in black, and the mill whistle blew

when the telegraph news arrived.  A national
moment of mourning was observed Septem-
ber 19th, and the giant mills, like factories
across the land, fell silent for five minutes in
observance of the martyred President’s death.

The new President, Theodore Roosevelt,
would have a changed view of government,
less devoted to industry and standing firm as
an engine for social betterment.  For the Mur-
phy gang, Roosevelt was too reactive.  He had
been an accuser of wrongdoing by Secretary
of War Alger, ousted, in part, for the wartime
“embalmed beef” scandal.  Alger, the mil-
lionaire Michigan lumber baron now moved
to the U. S. Senate, continued to be a sup-
porter of the Murphys, but with less effec-
tiveness.    With the change in presidents,
Oakes Murphy was out of the governor’s
chair and one of Teddy’s Rough Riders,
Colonel Alexander Brodie, became the new
governor.

The town of Congress’s own death would
come a decade after McKinley’s visit, when
mining costs exceeded profits.  Frank Mur-
phy, as president of the Development Com-
pany of America, ordered the operations
stopped January 1911.  Yavapai County’s
largest gold camp slowly faded away.  And
the memory of the visit of the assassinated
President was forgotten.  The McKinley tour
through Arizona was like a desert dust devil,
swirling and raising momentary attention, but
in the final analysis it was but dust in the
wind.29
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Yavapai County Merchants: The Center of Arizona’s Early
Territorial Economy, 1863-1881

By Scott Fritz

ho could have imagined that merchants were the most important people in
Arizona Territory?  Brothers Joseph and Michael Goldwater did not have
to.  They knew it! As general merchants, the Goldwaters stood at the

center of Yavapai County’s territorial economy, supplying food, forage, manufac-
tured goods, and transportation services to the military and civilians.  Traders fi-
nanced economic development through store credit, and allowed settlers to ex-
change raw commodities for factory-made goods.  Merchants like the Goldwaters
were the middlemen of Yavapai County, and their banking-like activities serve an
excellent case study for understanding the economic system of early Arizona Ter-
ritory.

Arizona’s territorial merchants participated in
what historians call a merchant capitalist sys-
tem.  This type of economy prevailed in rural
areas of nineteenth
century America with
small populations with
little cash and where
stores served as banks.
It was an economy
based on barter where
producers of raw prod-
ucts obtained tools and
seed on credit and paid
store debts with com-
modities they produced.
Merchants sold the raw
products to local and
distant markets, extin-
guished their custom-
ers’ debts, and provided
them more credit or
currency.  In Yavapai
County, farmers, stock
growers, and miners
paid their bills with
gold, lumber, wheat,
corn, meat, and forage.
Merchants sold agricultural products to
nearby forts and bullion dealers outside the

territory, thereby liquidating their debts as
well as those of their customers and earning a
profit on the difference.1

In the early years of
Arizona Territory,
Yavapai County was
huge.  Its borders ex-
tended from the Utah-
Arizona border south to
the Gila River and it
stretched from the New
Mexico border on the
east most of the way to
the Colorado River on
the west.  It was part of
a region that the Span-
ish had called Apache-
ria and was where the
Apache Indians had
lived since the 1400s.
In many ways, the
county functioned as a
microcosm of the larger
territorial economy.2

Mining and agriculture
dominated the county’s economy from the
territory’s inception in 1863 during the Civil

W

Simple sluice box manufactured from
locally available materials.
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War.  The extraction of gold began that year
with the arrival of the Walker Party, a group
of prospectors who came from California,
Colorado, and New Mexico.  They found both
placers and hard rock deposits of gold in the
Bradshaw Mountains of central Arizona.
News of the first discoveries spread rapidly,
and more miners
arrived leading the
Union Army to es-
tablish Fort Whip-
ple near the new
town of Prescott as
part of a system of
forts designed to
protect the miners
from hostile Indi-
ans.  The gold rush
also impelled itiner-
ant traders like
Manuel Yrissari to
come from New
Mexico with goods
that he peddled to
the miners, military,
and other newcom-
ers.3

Agriculturalists set-
tled in the area to
sell food to the
miners.  Farmers
and ranchers benefited from the recently
passed Homestead Act of 1862 by which any
settler could obtain 160 acres of federal land
virtually free.  To bring about the orderly set-
tlement of homesteaders, the government ap-
pointed a surveyor general for Arizona Terri-
tory in 1864, Two years later a land office
was established in Prescott, allowing settlers
the ability to file for homesteads with sur-
veyed coordinates.  Farmers and ranchers
usually settled near military forts and towns,
and sold their food to an increasing number of
merchants opening stores in the region to out-
fit prospectors.4

Michael and Joseph Goldwater arrived in Ari-
zona Territory in the early 1860s.  They came
from Germany to the United States in 1850 as
part of a larger exodus of European Jews
fleeing anti-Semitism and military conscrip-
tion.  They arrived in New York, but then
moved to California to open businesses near

the gold fields of
the Sierra Nevada.
However, the gold
played out by the
late 1850s, and they
followed the miners
to Arizona.  Mi-
chael was the first
to go to the terri-
tory.  He crossed
the Mojave Desert
in 1860 with a
wagon filled with
merchandise that he
sold at the short-
lived boomtown of
Gila City on the
lower Gila River.
By 1862 he was
managing a store at
La Paz for merchant
Bernard Cohn and
soon became his
business partner.
Together, they sup-

plied merchandise to local miners and to other
merchants in Arizona’s interior, including
traders selling products to settlers in the new
town of Prescott. After the Colorado River
changed its course, leaving La Paz high and
dry, Goldwater opened a store in nearby
Ehrenberg where its proximity to the river
made the unloading of goods off boats easier.
To facilitate the distribution of goods into
Arizona’s interior, Goldwater financed the
construction of the Ehrenberg Road, and
opened stores in Phoenix in 1872 and Prescott
in 1876.5

Steamship used for transporting goods from the
Colorado River delta to riverside communities.
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Goldwater’s importing business was part of a
growing merchant capitalist system that con-
nected Arizona’s rural, cashless economy to
the United States. The jobbing trade, as it was
called, involved wholesale merchants (“job-
bers”) selling goods on credit to retail mer-
chants, who paid their bills after they had sold
their customers’ raw products.  Many of these
jobbers were located on the Colorado River
where they imported manufactured goods
from California through San Francisco com-
mission merchants who charged a fee for the
purchase and transportation of products.
Goods destined for Arizona were placed onto
ocean going ships, and transported around the
tip of Baja California to the mouth of the
Colorado River.  Merchandise was placed
onto steam-powered riverboats and shipped
upriver to Yuma and beyond.  At these towns,
merchants placed the goods on wagons and
transported them to towns east of the river.6

It must be emphasized that the Goldwaters
were not unique.  They were just one example
of many businessmen who participated in the
wholesale trade of Arizona Territory.  Two

comparable Colorado River merchants were
Frederick Jaeger of Yuma and William H.
Hardy of Hardyville. Both of these storeown-
ers engaged in the jobbing trade and supplied
retail businesses in Yavapai County and cen-
tral Arizona, including stores like those
owned by retailers M. L. Peralta in Wicken-
burg and Leo Goldman in Pinal.  Some of the
largest wholesalers in Prescott included L.
Bashford and Co. and C. P. Head and Co.7

Prescott merchants at first relied on placer
miners for much of their business.  Unlike
hard rock mining which required large
amounts of capital, placer miners needed little
financing.  All they required was store credit
to buy tools, clothing, and food.  Once miners
acquired the metal, they returned to town to
pay their store bill with gold dust.  Conse-
quently, Prescott stores had assayers who de-
termined the quantity and quality of precious
metals.  Merchants recorded the amount on
ledgers, and provided the miners with cash
and more store credit. The merchants then
paid off their wholesale suppliers and in this
way financed the first central Arizona mining

Goods were offloaded from the river steamers and stored while waiting for freighters to
transport them to the inland communities of central Arizona.
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boom.8

The role of the army in Arizona’s economic
development should not be underestimated.
War Department contracts were important to
Arizona Territory because the army relied on
the civilian population for food, forage, and
for freighting.  In towns like Prescott proxim-
ity to an Army fort provided a market for
merchants who established stores and sold
local products to the federal government and
its employees.
Merchants sold agricultural products to forts
by winning government contracts. The proce-
dure began with merchants submitting bids
for proposed contracts. Proposals had to be
placed in sealed envelopes and delivered to
military headquarters or to the offices of

leading merchants in Arizona.  Bidders had to
indicate the type, quantity, and price of the
commodities they intended to deliver.  Pro-
posals required the bidder to have two other
individuals put up bonds as sureties that could
be worth twenty to fifty percent of the con-
tract’s value.  Putting up bonds insured that
contractors would fulfill their side of the bar-
gain.  If the original bidder failed to deliver
the agreed-upon goods, then the guarantor
could secure the bid and earn its profits.  If
the guarantor in turn did not fulfill the con-
tract requirements, the government could take
over the contract, sell it on the open market,
and charge the original contractor for any
monetary loss incurred in the transaction.9

The military often advertised for individuals

By the 1880s hardrock mining dominated the Arizona mining scene.  Growing expenses forced
the growth of corporations with the resources to finance required equipment and structures.
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to submit bids to the federal government.
Newspapers like the Prescott Arizona Miner
carried proposals to supply food to military
installations throughout the territory.  For in-
stance, in June of 1867 the government pro-
posed contracts for the supply of three hun-
dred tons of shelled corn or barley to Fort
Whipple and one hundred tons of the same
commodities for Camp Lincoln on the Verde
River. The advertisement indicated that indi-
vidual bids would not be received for any
amount less than five tons and that the corn
and barley had to be of good quality, well-
sacked, and subject to inspection.  Govern-
ment proposals also included contracts to
supply food to forts and Indian reservations.
In January of 1867, the government adver-
tised proposals for fresh beef and mutton for
troops, government employees, and Indian
scouts to be delivered at ten military posts in
Arizona.  There were also separate proposals
for contracts to supply officers and their
families with choice cuts of beef, veal, and
mutton.

Other contracts included supply of live cattle
and sheep.  In 1867, Camp Lincoln and Fort
Whipple advertised for animal fodder.  The
government stipulated that the forage had to
be well-cured and taken from the best native
grasses.  The hay was to be delivered to the
forts and stacked where ordered.  The stacks
had to be carefully built, elevated off the
ground, and arranged in such a manner as to
protect the materials from inclement weather.
Such offers were a boon to Arizona settlers.
The Office of Indian Affairs estimated that in
Arizona for the month of May 1873 it had
purchased 604,088 pounds of beef worth
$30,204.10

While established merchants won large con-
tracts to supply the military, other civilians
often bartered their products to fort officials
through a post-trader.  Sometimes called
‘sutlers,’ these merchants were licensed by

the federal government and enjoyed a mo-
nopoly on the trade within the fort and with
the nearby civilian population.  In fact, a con-
siderable amount of a post-trader’s business
activities occurred outside the fort.  For ex-
ample, Fort Verde’s post-trader, James H.
Strahan and his wife, sold flour, bread, coffee,
sugar and flannel to local residents who in
turn supplied corn, wheat, and forage to the
post trader.  Another Verde Valley resident,
Bristow Jordan, sold butter and milk to the
post trader for one dollar per pound, and Re-
becca Jane Casner and her family traded
vegetables to post trader in exchange for a
cook stove they purchased from the fort’s
merchant. Other Verde Valley residents like
James R. Boyer and Bill Allen sold hay to the
post-trader.  Boyer also made money trans-
porting wood from a government owned saw
mill on nearby Cherry Creek to Fort Verde.
Also, some Verde Valley residents were hired
to build a road from Fort Verde eighty miles
south to Fort McDowell.11

The military supply system was vital to
Yavapai County’s economic development.
The continued influx of federal money trick-
led down into the private economy and helped
Arizonans weather the economic depression
of the mid-1870s. The upswing of the busi-
ness cycle after 1877 continued the growth of
Arizona businesses, as new merchants, farm-
ers, and ranchers arrived in the region.
Greater level of specialization also occurred
in the late 1870s, laying the foundation for
Arizona’s economic modernization going into
the twentieth century.

Prescott was growing rapidly with a variety of
new stores catering to the retail trade.  By
1877, there were three jewelers, three meat
markets, four livery stables, three breweries,
eight carpenter shops, eight blacksmith shops,
seven wagon shops, five hotels and restau-
rants, five shoe stores, fourteen saloons, two
tin shops, two barbers, seven attorneys, four
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physicians, one drug store, four milliners, one
dentist, one harness shop, one photographic
gallery, three assay offices, and one sash,
door, and blind factory.  That same year,
Prescott had fourteen mercantile establish-
ments, the largest being those of J. G. Camp-
bell, William M. Buffum, and Michael Gold-
water.12

Yavapai communities were increasingly being
connected to the larger U.S economy by the
1870s.  Wickenburg, located in the north-
western part of Maricopa County, had some
three hundred residents and served as a station
for the California and Arizona Stage Co.
which transferred passengers as well as mail
and express items for Prescott merchants
coming from communities like Ehrenberg,
Phoenix, and Florence.

Prescott merchants relied on large commis-
sion merchants based in California to have
their manufactured goods imported into the
territory.  The most prominent was the San
Francisco firm of W.B. Hooper and Co., a

family owned enterprise, which forwarded
products from California to towns on the
Colorado River.  George Hooper, one of the
owners of this company, had operated a store
in southern Arizona since 1857.  Another
owner, William Hooper, maintained for-
warding houses where he unloaded products
and shipped the wares by wagon to agricul-
tural and mining communities in western and
central Arizona.  He also maintained outlets
in Arizona, including stores in Yuma, Ehren-
berg and Fort McDowell, and had a business
partnership with Tucson merchant James M.
Barney.13

Merchants’ wealth increased by the 1870s.
The Goldwaters expanded their business in
central and southern Arizona.  Having based
their operations in Prescott in 1877, the fam-
ily operated a variety of different ventures,
including interests in the Vulture Mine adja-
cent to the town of Wickenberg. Like other
merchants, they had ‘grub staked’ or loaned
money to miners, who in return would pay
their debts with mining company shares,
which at times gave merchants a controlling
interest in a mine.  Michael Goldwater took
over the Vulture Mine temporarily from the
owners to ensure that he could gain access to
its gold to cover a debt of $35,000 in supplies.
The Goldwaters also expanded the number of
stores, to include new ones in Phoenix,
Parker, and Seymour in the 1870s.  After the
Southern Pacific Railroad was completed in
Southern Arizona in 1881, they opened stores
in the new mining towns of Tombstone,
Contention, Bisbee, Fairbanks, and Benson.
In 1896, the Goldwaters relocated their head-
quarters from Prescott to Phoenix, by then the
territorial capital.14

While the wealth that merchants enjoyed
grew in the 1880s and 1890s, their overall in-
fluence in the economy had become less sig-
nificant.  These decades saw an upswing in
the economy, completion of transcontinental
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railroads, and rapid population growth.  The
number and type of businesses grew, and lo-
cal companies began to incorporate, including
those owned by merchants.  Merchants had to
deal with outside competition from mail order
houses, and eastern financed mining and
manufacturing companies. Merchants began
transforming their stores into department
stores and specializing in the sale of manu-
factured goods for cash. They also invested in
new ranching and mining corporations.  By
1886, the military supply system was chang-
ing due to the end of the Apache Wars, and
traders largely ended their financing of raw
commodity production, as the first banks
opened in Yavapai County.  The late nine-
teenth century was a period of economic
change, and increased competition and spe-
cialization.  It was a period in which the old
merchant capitalists were no longer the center
of Arizona’s economy.

Yavapai County’s economic history was a
microcosm of Arizona’s overall economy and
showcased the importance that merchants
played in Arizona history from 1864 through
the 1870s.  Arizona’s early economy had been
relatively small, and merchants had been the
most important people in it.  Yet, things were
changing, and merchants knew it. Merchant
capitalism was coming to an end and a new
economic system was emerging in Arizona
Territory– an era of corporate capitalism.
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The Prescott Corral was founded in 1962 as an affiliate of Westerners International, an
organization dedicated to the preservation of the real history of the American West.  Its
original membership list, which included such well-known residents as Budge Ruffner,
Gail Gardner, Danny Freeman, Bruce Fee and George Phippen, comprised a virtual
“Who’s Who” of local historians, a tradition that is continued today by the 200 members
of the 2008 Prescott Corral.

The Prescott Corral has a well-earned reputation for excellence with respect to the West-
ern history programs it presents to its members and guests during its monthly dinner
meetings at the historic St. Michaels Hotel and for the annual Western History Sympo-
sium it co-sponsors in the fall of each year with the Sharlot Hall Museum.

This Second issue of TERRITORIAL TIMES is dedicated to the story of mining in
Yavapai County, Arizona Territory.
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Andrew Wallace, a former Sheriff of the Prescott Corral, taught American history for 29
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Texas Tech University Press just published his book, From Texas to San Diego in 1851.
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history at Western New Mexico University in Silver City.

Al Bates, the author of Jack Swilling and the Walker Party, served as the Sheriff of the
Prescott Corral in 1998.  He is a frequent speaker on a variety of subjects on Arizona ter-
ritorial history and has extensively researched the life of pioneer Jack Swilling.  Al’s
book on Swilling was published early this year.
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