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Two morning and two afternoon presentations at the Phippen Museum auditorium,  
9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,  1 p.m. and 2 p.m.   Onsite seating  limited, FREE ADMISSION.
Phippen Museum of Western Art, 4701 AZ Hwy.89, Prescott, Arizona.

call (928)  830-8236

This presentation 
of the Prescott Corral of 

Westerners Int'l. features 
interesting, provocative 

and  informative talks and 
presentations  by historians, 
educators and authors on a 
variety of  subjects relevant

to our western heritage.

PRESENTERS 
INCLUDE:

NANCY  
BURGESS            

9:30 AM

ROGER    
NAYLOR           

10:30 AM

BRAD 
COURTNEY        

1:00 PM

JANA 
BOMMERSBACH 

2:00 PM

“Historic Tales of Arizona's Wild West”

Whiskey Row's Baby-on-the-Bar Saga: 
Violet Bell and the Cobweb Hall Saloon

The Courageous Arizona Journalist            
History Tried to Erase: Laura Nihell of Jerome

Early Auto Exploits in Arizona's "Wild West": 
Clarence Boynton's 1913 Travelogue

Adventures in Photography:  The Amazing 
Kolb Brothers of the Grand Canyon

A  U  G  U  S  T               2  0  2  2
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Early Auto Exploits in Arizona's "Wild West": 
Clarence Boynton's 1913 Travelogue
Nancy Burgess Time: 9:30 a.m.

It's an eye-opening glimpse of travel in Arizona just one 
year after statehood. It's the true story of the excitement, 
sights, experiences, trials and tribulations of a "Road Trip" 
in the early days of automobile travel in a place and time 
when the "Wild West" of Arizona was still in evidence. 

Adventures in Photography:  The Amazing
Kolb Brothers of the Grand Canyon
Roger Naylor Time: 10:30 a.m.

Starting in 1901, brothers Ellsworth and Emery Kolb 
explored and photographed the Grand Canyon from rim to 
river for more than seven decades. Their tale is as epic as 
their backdrop. The Kolb Brothers were doing more than 
documenting history; they were making history!  Discover 
that history in this photographic travelogue and learn their 
amazing story.

Roger Naylor has been the freelance travel writer for the 
Arizona Republic for more than 15 years and writes for the 
official Arizona Visitor Guide. In 2018, he was inducted into 
the Arizona Tourism Hall of Fame. His work has appeared 
in USA Today, Arizona Highways and Country Magazine.

Hattie Lount Mosher: 
Fighting for Her Business and Her Life
Dr. Mary Melcher Time: 1:00 p.m.

During a time when traditional gender roles dictated that 
women should be dependent on men, Hattie Lount Mosher 
was fiercely independent, making all of her own decisions 
based on her own values. She became an admired business-
woman and well-known figure in Phoenix during the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.  Her fall from financial wealth 
and societal acceptance, however, was nothing if not spectac-
ular. Inheriting significant real estate from her father at a 
relatively young age, she fought the city over paving and 
taxes, filing scores of lawsuits and appeals regarding her 
property. Eventually, she became known as a sad eccentric 
whose fights with City Hall cost her a fortune.  Living by 
strong principles and fighting male city officials, she died 
alone and impoverished.

Mary Melcher, public historian and consultant, completed 
her Ph.D. in American history at Arizona State University in 
1994, with fields in the 20th century, women’s history and 
the West.  She worked at Sharlot Hall Museum as education 
program director from 2013 to 2017 and earlier as a curator 
at Arizona Historical Society.  She was the lead historian for 
the Arizona Women’s Heritage Trail (AWHT), a public history 
project combining women’s history with interpretation of 
historic sites. This statewide project developed driving and 
walking tours, a traveling exhibit and a website with biogra-
phies of over a hundred Arizona women.  She has published 
numerous articles in historical journals and a book, Preg-
nancy, Motherhood and Choice in Twentieth Century Arizo-
na with the University of Arizona Press in 2012.

Grácia Liliana Fernandez: 
Tempe Normal’s First Latina Librarian
Christine H. Marin, Ph.D. Time: 2:00 p.m.

Old Main is the oldest standing building at Arizona State 
University. In 1885, the Territorial Normal School (that 
became ASU) was founded and, by 1901, the school library 
was on the second floor of Old Main. The first Latina librari-
an, Gracia Liliana Fernandez of St. Johns, was hired in 1907 
and, within three years, she became the school’s first profes-
sor of Spanish — a Latina teaching Hispanic culture -- and 
was instramental in students earning teaching-training 
diplomas in Territorial Arizona.

Christine H. Marin earned her doctorate in history from 
Arizona State University, and has devoted her professional 
life to researching, documenting, preserving and sharing the 
history of Hispanics in Arizona, and highlighting the many 
contributions they have made to the Territory and to the 
state. A native of Globe, Arizona, and born of immigrant 
parents from Mexico, she was inspired by them both to 
“Dream Big!” It was there she became devoted to American-
ism, patriotism, volunteerism, education, and such family 
values as hard work, determination, and community activ-
ism. In the 1990s at ASU, she helped found and establish the 
Chicano Studies Department (now known as the School of 
Transborder Studies), and remained involved in a project to 
publicize and celebrate ASU’s Latino history, identifying 
numerous points of historical significance around the 

Tempe campus, detailing stroies of the buildings them-
selves, and of Hispanic students faculty, staff and Tempe 
residents who have been integral to ASU’s history.  In 
addition to numerous community and educational awards, 
Marin is the 2018 recipient of the Sharlot Hall Award for her 
“valuable contributions to the understanding and awareness 
of Arizona and its history.”

“I Felt the Call and I Must Go!” --
Military Wives on the Arizona Frontier
Jan Cleere Time: 7:00 p.m.

When the U.S. Army ordered troops into Arizona Territo-
ry to protect and defend the frontier populace, military men 
often brought their wives and families with them, particular-
ly officers who might be stationed in the West for years. 
Most of the women were from refined, eastern-bred families 
with little knowledge of the territory they were entering. Yet 
they came to make homes for their families and bear 
children with little or no medical assistance. They learned to 
cope with the sparseness, the heat, sickness and danger, 
including wildlife they never imagined. These women were 
bold, brave, and compassionate - an integral part of military 
posts that peppered the West. They played an important role 
in civilizing the Arizona frontier. 

Jan Cleere is an author, historian, and lecturer. A magna cum 
laude graduate of ASU with a degree in American Studies 
and an emphasis on writing, she is the award-winning 
author of five books and featured in three anthologies. Her 
monthly column, “Western Women,” appears in Tucson’s 
Arizona Daily Star newspaper detailing the lives of Arizona’s 
early amazing women. The Arizona Newspapers Associa-
tion honored Jan for a series of historical profiles she wrote 
for Phoenix Woman Magazine, and the Nevada Women’s 
History Project named her to its Roll of Honor for her signifi-
cant contribution in the preservation of Nevada's women 
history. Jan is also a Roads Scholar with Arizona Humanities. 
Her freelance work appears in national and regional publica-
tions.
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Whiskey Row's Baby-on-the-Bar Saga: 
Violet Bell and the Cobweb Hall Saloon
Brad Courtney Time: 1:00 p.m.

Legend has it, a baby was left on the bar. It's a touching 
legend that has been shared for decades along Whiskey Row 
that speaks of a baby who was "won" in a gambling game 
after being abandoned atop a bar counter of a prominent 
Prescott saloon. It's been a tale featured in newspapers, 
magazines, books and poetry - perhaps one of Arizona's 
most famous saloon stories. Is there any truth to it?

The Courageous Arizona Journalist 
that History Tried to Erase: 
Laura Nihell of Jerome
Jana Bommersbach Time: 2:00 p.m.

Nobody knows her name nor the courageous things this 
pioneer newspaper journalist did.  That isn't a mistake. She 
wasn't just over-looked, like so many women in history. No, 
they erased her. Buried her deep with no gravestone. They 
wanted to be sure nobody ever knew what she'd done, or 
why, or how she'd bested some prominent honchos in the 
mining town of Jerome in the early 1900s. But the story of 
Laura Nihell is an exciting, rip-roaring tale.

Brad Courtney is the popular author of Prescott's Original 
Whiskey Row and co-author of Murder & Mahem in 
Prescott. He is an independent historian who lives in 
Prescott, has taught in Phoenix and on the Navajo Indian 
Reservation in northern Arizona, and was also a riverboat 
pilot and guide who gave tours down the incomparable 
canyons of the Colorado River. He holds a masters degree 
in history from California State University.

Nancy Burgess is author of multiple historic  preservation 
books including Around Yavapai County: Celebrating Ari-
zona's Centennial, A Photographic Tour of 1916 Prescott, 
Arizona, and An Illustrated History of Mayer, Arizona.  She is 
a historic consultant with a focus on nominations to the 
National Register of Historic Places for communities in 
central Arizona, including Prescott, Sedona and several 
rural communities. For 20 years, she was an historic 
preservation specialist for the City of Prescott and a long-
time volunteer and former board member of the Sharlot 
Hall Museum.

Jana Bommersbach moved to Arizona in 1972 (from 
North Dakota) and has been an acclaimed and 
respected journalist for decades. He body of work has 
encompassed nearly every aspect of the profession, and 
she is an Emmy award winner for her Centennial special, 
Outrageous Arizona, as well as four writing awards from the 
Arizona Press Club.




